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The company

Actian is a hybrid data
management company that
became majority owned by HCL
Technologies in 2018, which is a
company headquartered in India but with
offices around the globe. The company has
more than 120,000 employees.

Actian is headquartered in the Silicon Valley
and operates independently of HCL. It develops
and markets multi-cloud data warehouses
(Actian Avalanche), data integration technology,
and transactional and edge databases.

What is it?

Actian DataConnect is a (data) integration offering
the intent of which is to allow anyone (that is,
multiple personas) to connect anything, anywhere
(cloud, on-premises, hybrid], at any time. There
are three different options: DataConnect Inside,
which is targeted primarily at partners who want to
embed connectivity within their own applications;
DataConnect Integration Platform, which offers
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Figure 1 - Avalanche Connect Marketecture
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CREATIVITY SCALE

EXECUTION TECHNOLOGY

The image in this Mutable Quadrant is derived from 13 high level
metrics, the more the image covers a section the better.
Execution metrics relate to the company, Technology to the
product, Creativity to both technical and business innovation and
Scale covers the potential business and market impact.

traditional ETL (extract, transform and load)
capabilities as well as ELT and other integration
options; and DataConnect iPaaS, which is powered
by Actian Avalanche to provide access to cloud-
based resources.

Avalanche Connect includes Actian
DataConnect connectors and the two share
a single management console. It is available
as a managed service with support for Kafka
streaming, and connectivity to semi-structured
data such as JSON and RESTful web services,
without coding. Its features are illustrated
in Figure 1. Actian does not provide change
data capture (CDC] itself but instead partners
with HVR for this purpose. Note the support
for various third-party machine learning
technologies though Actian is somewhat late
to the party with respect to the use of machine
learning within DataConnect, with the automation
that derives from it very much on the company’s
roadmap, as opposed to something currently
within the product.

What does it do?

DataConnect has four main components, as can
be seen in Figure 2. What this doesn’t mention
is Actian’s UniversalConnect, which is patented
technology for developing and implementing
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connectors, either those Why should you care?
that are available directly Actian DataConnect has been available, under a
from Actian (more than variety of names, for more than twenty years. It
200 of them) or that you has the sort of reliability that you would expect
can develop yourself. from a product with this sort of pedigree. It
Integration Manager is also one of the few products in this space
is being enhanced that has focused, at least in part, in providing
(2021) to support embedded capability. Historically - and this
containerised deployments does not appear to have changed - it has had
via Kubernetes. Its significant total cost of ownership benefits when
capabilities are illustrated compared to many of its competitors. However,
in Figure 3. In addition there is data integration is a mature technology and
Actian Studio, which is an Eclipse- DataConnect has languished somewhat
based environment for developers, while over the last few years without significant
the company should also have released Web new development. But it is now clear that
Designer by the time this report is published. that has changed and that Actian is putting
This is a browser-based no-code interface significant efforts into extending DataConnect's
intended for use by citizen developers that will functionality and reach. This is especially
not require IT input. Finally, Actian plans (2021 associated with the launch, earlier in 2020, of
the release of an actionable metadata repository Actian Avalanche.
with support for streaming data. In this context it is worth commenting on the

potential of Actian Avalanche with Avalanche
Connect, which will allow its data integration
capabilities, as well as the functionality of the
forthcoming Actian DataFlow, to leverage the
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Actian DataConnect, and particularly Avalanche
Connect, have significant potential. The former
is a comprehensive and competitive data
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Figure 3 - The Capabilities of Actian Integration Manager
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